THE  SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

and regent of the west.   Buddha himself says that
the Virupakshas are a royal race of serpents.1

The ten heads ascribed to Ravana were, no
doubt, those of the protecting serpents forming the
canopy over his head, as a Naga raja. Indrajit,
son of Ravana, bore the device of a golden serpent
upon his banner, and Usanas, the chief priest of
the Asuras, or more probably one of his descend-
ants, officiated at his sacrifices.2

From the foregoing, it seems evident that at a
very early period, even before any alliance with
the Aryas, the Asuras were expert navigators,
possessed very considerable naval resources, and
had founded colonies upon distant coasts.

The trident of Neptune was borrowed from
the Naga demigods, and the conch-shell of the
Tritons was used by the Asuras before them.

The connexion of the Nagas with the ocean, and
with countries beyond it, might seem to indicate
that they found their way to India by sea. Bitt
their very early occupation of northern India, and
;of the slopes of the Hindu Kush and Himalaya, is
against this ; as is also their connexion with the
serpent tribes of Kabulistan and further west, which
has been mentioned and will be again referred to.
As already noted, however, the Asuras were akin
to some of the peoples bordering upon the Persian

1 Chullavagga, v. 6, i; Jatakas, Fausboll, ii. 145, P. T. Soy.,
1888.           2 Ramayana, Uttara K., Muir, iv. 416.
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